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VLE, LMS, Learning Platform

• creation & distribution of content

• communication & collaboration

• administration

_______________________________

• many functionalities in one system (platform)

• password-protected classrooms
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Particular Decision – University of Vienna

major aspects:

• guarantee for stability in a large application:

70.000 students

7.000 courses parallelly, 3.500 lecturers

• guarantee for interface to central data management system

• VLE would support own clients for our faculties

• supports standards for transfer of course content
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Particular Decision – University of Vienna

other ideas involved in the decision:

• we a get a professional system at a reduced price

• VLE supports different roles

• professional support from the company

• one central VLE
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LMS Comparison

Austrian Comparison (2002/2003)

by Baumgartner/Maier-Häfele/Häfele

Print Publications, short version on the web:

“Evaluation von Learning Management Systemen”

http://www.bildung.at
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LMS Comparison

LMS Options and Comparisons

http://ctlet.brocku.ca/webct/LMS_Options_and_Comparisons

EduTools Course Management Systems Compare Products

http://www.edutools.info/item_list.jsp?pj=8

LMSNews Reviews of Open Source LMS

http://www.lmsnews.com/modules/news/



LT

EQIBELT-Cavtat, June 22, 2006

LMSnews http://www.lmsnews.com
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Myth # 1

„Open Source Learning Platforms do not offer professional

support“
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Moodle.org http://moodle.org/
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http://moodle.com/?moodlead=moodle.general
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ILIAS http://www.ilias.de/ios/
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ILIAS ASP 

qualitus

http://www.qualitus.de/de/ilias-support/9.html

databay

http://www.databay.de/homepage/de/websolutions/ilias/75.ht

ml
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Myth # 2

„You can implement a platform at an institution and switch

over to another product after a few years.“
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Myth # 3

„A commercial VLE is always a professional high quality

product“
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Myth # 4

„Commercial VLEs have long and stable product lines“
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Particular Decision – University of Vienna

major aspects:

• guarantee for stability in a large application:

70.000 students

7.000 courses parallelly, 3.500 lecturers

• guarantee for interface to central data management system

• VLE would support own clients for our faculties

• supports standards for transfer of course content
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Particular Decision – University of Vienna

other ideas involved in the decision:

• we a get a professional system at a reduced price

• VLE supports different roles

• professional support from the company

• one central VLE
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Scenarios

Scenario I One central VLE with central support

Scenario II Two central VLEs with central support

Scenario III One or more departmental VLE with

central or decentral support
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Promising future alternative



LT

EQIBELT-Cavtat, June 22, 2006

Sakai http://www.sakaiproject.org/

• 2005 transition from a grant project to a foundation

• founding institutions:

University of Michigan, Indiana University, MIT, Stanford 

• Open Source + Partnership Model

• 80+ Educational Partners 
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Backdoor Effects

• complex VLE causes necessity of attending trainings

• expensive VLE makes clear that „this is a serious project“
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Suggestions

• definition of goals & need analysis

• find a professional product (open source or commercial)

• prefer a product with a large user group

• look for HE implementations and talk to users & staff
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Thank you!

Jan Thomas, M.A.

Centre for Teaching & Learning

Vice-Rectorate for Teaching and International Affairs

University of Vienna

e-mail: jan.thomas@univie.ac.at


